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Program at a glance 

Sunday – March 10                                 Leonardo Hotel Negev, Beer Sheva 
 
16:00 Congress registration  
19:00 Get together 
 
Monday – March 11                 Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva 

      
08:15 Congress registration  
09:00 Opening words  
09:15 Session 1:  Integrative view on ageing and related pathology 
10:55 Coffee break 
11:30 Session 2: Stem cells, induced pluripotency and tissue remodeling  
13:25 Lunch 
15:00  Session 3:  Fibroproliferative repair – an emerging challenge of the 21

st
 century 

15:55 Coffee break 
16:10 Session 3 (continued):   
17:15 ShARM talk 
19:30 Gala Dinner – Leonardo Hotel Negev 

 
Tuesday – March 12                                                     Le Meridien Hotel, Dead Sea 
 
08:15 From Beer Sheva to the Dead Sea (transportation provided) 
10:00 Registration in Le Meridien Dead Sea Hotel; Cold drinks 
10:30 Keynote lecture: Cancer resistance and exceptional longevity  
11:05 Session 4: Cellular senescence, immunoaging and immunocorrection 

Session 5: Novel strategies for the treatment of neuro- and muscle-degeneration  
12:40 Lunch 
14:15 Keynote lecture: Discovering longevity genes and their targets  
14:50 Session 6: Genetics and epigenetics of ageing and longevity 
 Session 7: Biomarkers and signatures of ageing 
16:20 Poster session and Degustation of Yatir wines 
20:00 Authentic Dinner 
 
Wednesday – March 13                                                     Le Meridien Hotel, Dead Sea 
 
09:00 Session 8: Lifespan extension – where we are and where to go?   
10:30  Coffee break 
11:10  Session 9: Round Table "Converging Science and Health Policy: Is Ageing  

a Common Mechanism of Age-Related Diseases?"   
12:00  Announcement of Winners of the “Young Investigator Award”  
  and Closing remarks 
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Detailed Program 

Sunday – March 10                             Leonardo Hotel Negev, Beer Sheva 
 
16:00 – 19:00  Congress registration in the Leonardo Hotel Negev,  

Beer Sheva 

19:00 – 22:00  Get together 
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Monday – March 11           Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva 
     Faculty of Health Sciences 

The Joyce Goldman Auditorium 
 
08:15 – 09:00  Congress registration  

09:00 – 09:15 Opening words  

09:15 – 10:55  Session 1:   
Integrative view on ageing and related pathology 
Chairs:  Suresh Rattan (Denmark) and Vadim Fraifeld (Israel) 

09:15 – 09:35 Health, homeodynamics and hormesis in ageing 
Suresh Rattan (Denmark) 

09:35 – 09:55 The role of peptide signal molecules in the maintenance 
of the neuro-immune-endocrine system in ageing 
Vladimir Khavinson (Russia) 

09:55 – 10:15 Humanin and related mitochondrial-derived peptides 
are critical modulators of aging 
Pinchas Cohen (USA) 

10:15 – 10:35 The origin of cancer and age-related neurological 
diseases 
Lloyd Demetrius (USA/Germany)  

10:35 – 10:55 Recent progress in developing regenerative medicine for 
aging, and implications for the future of biogerontology 
Aubrey de Grey (UK)  

10:55 – 11:30  Coffee break 
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Monday – March 11           Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva 
     Faculty of Health Sciences 

The Joyce Goldman Auditorium 
 

11:30 – 13:25 Session 2:  
Stem cells, induced pluripotency and tissue remodeling  
Chairs:  András Dinnyés (Hungary) and Gideon Grafi (Israel) 

11:30 – 11:50 Induced pluripotent stem cells for toxicity testing and 
regenerative medicine of aging-related diseases 
András Dinnyés (Hungary)  

11:50 – 12:10 Myogenic stem cell function in aging  
Zipora Yablonka-Reuveni (USA) 

12:10 – 12:30 Global remodeling of the vascular stem cell niche in 
bone marrow of diabetic patients: Implication of the 
microRNA-155/FOXO3a signaling pathway 
Paolo Madeddu (UK)  

12:30 – 12:50 Stem cells, inflammation, and regeneration 
Jonathan Leor (Israel)  

12:50 – 13:10 Acute stress induces dedifferentiation and genetic 
variation  
Gideon Grafi (Israel)  

13:10 – 13:25 Cancer stem cells networks and protein misfolding 
Hadas Raveh-Amit (Hungary)  

13:25 – 15:00 Lunch 
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Monday – March 11           Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva 
   Samuel and Milada Ayrton University Center 

W.A. Minkoff Senate Hall 
 

15:00 – 15:55 Session 3 (PART 1):   
Fibroproliferative repair – an emerging challenge of the 21st century 
Chairs:  Victor J. Thannickal (USA) and Rolf Ziesche (Austria) 

15:00 – 15:20 Cellular senescence and redox control in nonresolving  
   pulmonary fibrosis 

Victor J. Thannickal (USA)  

15:20 – 15:35 Granule exocytosis mediates immune surveillance of 
senescent cells  
Adi Sagiv (Israel)  

15:35 – 15:40 Identifying significant mechanisms of age-related 
deviations of organ repair: the RESOLVE concept  
Rolf Ziesche (Austria)  

15:40 – 15:55 Identifying biological phenotypes of IPF guided by 
symptomatic and functional progression of UIP 
Eslam Samaha and Rolf Ziesche (Austria)  

15:55 – 16:10  Coffee break 
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Monday – March 11           Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva 
   Samuel and Milada Ayrton University Center 

W.A. Minkoff Senate Hall 
 

16:10 – 17:15 Session 3 (PART 2):   

16:10 – 16:20 MicroRNA profiles in Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis 
Klemens Vierlinger (Austria)  

16:20 – 16:25 Epigenetic changes in multidimensional lung diseases: 
towards molecular diagnosis 
Matthias Wielscher (Austria)  

16:25 – 16:35 The pathogenesis of Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis 
Marco Chilosi (Italy)  

16:35 – 16:45 Ageing exacerbates lung inflammation and fibrosis: 
lessons from the mouse models 
Francois Huaux (Belgium)  

16:45 – 16:55 Slow but steady wins the race 
Hagai Yanai (Israel) 

16:55 – 17:15 Discussion  

17:15 – 17:30 
   

Shared Ageing Research Models (ShARM) – A New Facility to Support 
Ageing Research Using Aged Mouse Models.  Adele Duran (UK) 
 
 
 19:30 – 22:30 Gala Dinner – Leonardo Hotel Negev 
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Tuesday – March 12                                                            Dead Sea 
Le Meridien Hotel 

Hall A & B 
 
08:15 – 10:00 From Beer Sheva to the Dead Sea (transportation provided) 

10:00 – 10:30 Registration in Le Meridien Dead Sea Hotel; Cold drinks 

10:30 – 11:00 Keynote lecture (Hall A & B): 
Cancer resistance and exceptional longevity  
Vera Gorbunova, (USA) 

Parallel sessions 

11:05 – 12:40 Session 4 (Hall A):    
Cellular senescence, immunoaging and immunocorrection 
Chairs:  Graham Pawelec (Germany) and Doron Melamed (Israel) 

11:05 – 11:25 Genotoxic stresses, premature senescence and tissue 
homeostasis  

  Dimitris Kletsas (Greece)  

11:25 – 11:45 Immunity, ageing and viral infection 
Graham Pawelec (Germany)  

11:45 – 12:05 Rejuvenating the B lineage cells in aging mice   
Doron Melamed (Israel)    

12:05 – 12:25 Variability in the immune system: a systemic cytokine 
response defect stratifies older adults into distinct 
immune profiles 
Shai Shen-Orr (Israel)  

12:25 – 12:40 Gamma/Delta immunity in the elderly is influenced by 
immunological history 
Anis Larbi (Singapore)  

 
12:40 – 14:15 Lunch 
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Tuesday – March 12                                                            Dead Sea 
Le Meridien Hotel 

Hall C 
 

11:05 – 12:35 Session 5 (Hall C): 
Novel strategies for the treatment of neuro- and muscle-
degeneration  
Chairs:  Jose Julio Rodrigez (Spain) and Abraham Reznick (Israel) 

11:05 – 11:25 Sarcopenia and lifestyle: etiology, prevention and 
treatment 

  Abraham Reznick (Israel) 

11:25 – 11:45 Neuroglial alterations during the progression of 
Alzheimer´s disease: A potential path from 
neurodegeneration to restoration 
Jose Julio Rodrigez (Spain)  

11:45 – 12:05 Neuroprotective effects of telomerase increasing 
compounds 
Ester Priel (Israel)   

12:05 – 12:20 Telomeric markers of Parkinson's disease 
Alexander Koliada (Ukraine)  

12:20 – 12:35 Multimodal approaches for regenerative stroke 
therapies: Role of the fibrotic scar 
Aurel Popa-Wagner (Germany) 

 
 
12:40 – 14:15 Lunch 
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Tuesday – March 12                                                            Dead Sea 
Le Meridien Hotel 

Hall A & B 
 
14:15 – 14:45 Keynote lecture (Hall A & B):  

Discovering longevity genes and their targets  
Nir Barzilai (USA)  

Parallel sessions  

14:50 – 16:15 Session 6 (Hall A): 
Genetics and epigenetics of ageing and longevity 
Chairs:  Gil Atzmon (USA) and Almut Nebel (Germany) 

14:50 – 15:10 Epigenetic profiling in healthy aging and exceptional 
longevity 

  Gil Atzmon (USA) 

15:10 – 15:30 Developmental drift: a new mechanism of aging in  
                             C. elegans 

Yelena Budovskaya (The Netherlands)  

15:30 – 15:45 Beyond the forkhead   
Friederike Flachsbart (Germany)   

15:45 – 16:00 Lipidomics of familial longevity 
Vanessa Gonzalez-Covarrubias (The Netherlands)   

16:00 – 16:15 Using longevity networks to predict novel longevity  
                            genes 

Robi Tacutu (UK) 

16:20 – 18:20 Poster session and Degustation of Yatir wines 
  (a full list of posters – at the end of the book) 

 
20:00 – 22:30 Authentic Dinner 
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Tuesday – March 12                                                            Dead Sea 
Le Meridien Hotel 

Hall C 
 

14:50 – 16:20 Session 7 (Hall C): 
Biomarkers and signatures of ageing 
Chairs:  Joao Pedro de Magalhaes  (UK) and Louis Shenkman  (Israel) 

14:50 – 15:10 Building haystacks and finding needles in the genomics 
of ageing 

  Joao Pedro de Magalhaes  (UK) 

15:10 – 15:30 Aging and frailty both defined by deficit accumulation: 
the origin of the frailty index 
Arnold Mitnitski (Canada) 

15:30 – 15:50 SKF index as a new non-invasive parameter for 
evaluation of the biological age for healthy and sick 
people 
Louis Shenkman  (Israel)   

15:50 – 16:05 Computational analysis of gene expression data on 
age-related diseases using rat models 
Yuriy Orlov (Russia) 

16:05 – 16:20 Cellular senescence: a bridge between age-related 
diseases? 
Arie Budovsky (Israel)   

16:20 – 18:20 Poster session and Degustation of Yatir wines 
  (a full list of posters – at the end of the book) 

 
20:00 – 22:30 Authentic Dinner 
 

 
 
 
 
























































































































































































